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INTRODUCTION 
In an attempt to get along with the rest of the world which has advanced in Science and Technology, 

Nigeria's educational’ system seems to lay more premium in the above mentioned fields at the expense of 
others. This is true as in the areas of funds allocation, procurement of equipment and facilities, staff training 
and motivation etc. with little or no attention to religious and moral education. 

This paper therefore is written not only to highlight the evils of such actions but also to create an 
awareness on what such actions could lead us to as a nation. The paper gives various view points of scholars 
on morality and religion. Also discussed are the areas of relationship between morality and religion as well as 
the roles religion and education perform in the development of the individual and the society. The paper 
concludes by making recommendations on how religious and moral education can regain its past glory in 
Nigeria educational system, and the impact it can make on the society. 

MORALITY: SOME DEFINITIONS 
Hornby {1974: 548) defines morality as: "standards, principles of good behaviour". He adds that 

morality connotes the "right" or "wrong" of an action; set of a rule of conduct based on the principles of 
right conduct rather than law and custom. Similarly, Umaru (1990:1) notes that the world 'morality' 
originates from Latin word 'mores' and corresponds to Greek work "Ethos", which simply means: the 
customs and ways particular people behave or conduct themselves. 

Also, Bull (1972: 13) notes that morality is used to mean the pursuit of good life, "a way of life", a "set of 
principles" and certain attitudes and behaviours towards fellow men. And Temples (1969:122) viewed 
morality to mean differentiation of human actions into "good" and "bad" in accordance with accepted 
norms of human conduct. 

Therefore, what is morally good is said to be what befits a human being and what is descent for another 
man, what brings dignity, respect, contentment, prosperity and joy to another man and his community. On 
the other hand, what is immoral, is what brings misery, misfortune and disgrace to people. All the above 
definitions point to the same direction emphasizing human behaviour, attitudes and conduct as approved or 
disapproved by a given society. 

Many scholars have argued with regards to actual origin of morality. Some are of the view that morality 
stems from religious convictions. One of the scholars is Emil Brunner, who in his book "The Divine 
Imperative" (1949) states that true morality depends totally on religion. That is to say that it is not possible 
for one to maintain good and acceptable moral standards in a given society without first being religious. 
This school of thought maintains that good actions stems from religious convictions. The second view by 
Owen (1965; 34) holds that morality depends on religion only in some respects and not in total as held by 
Brunner. The third view is one propounded by T. M. Green and Hudson in their book "Religion within the limits 
of Reason Alone" (1960). They stated that ethics or morals is autonomous of religion. They added that people's 
attitudes of moral concepts like goodness, justice etc. to the Supreme Being, presupposes a prior knowledge of 
morality, so that morality should lead to religion and not the opposite. 

The writer believes that the second view as stated above is more plausible. This is because not ail morals 
actions or conducts emanate from religion but also from the societies and individuals. The third school has no 
place as it is not possible for morality to give birth to religion. 

RELIGION: SOWIE DEFINITIONS 
: Since the study of religion is of interest to theologians, anthropologists, psychologists, sociologists and 

educationists each of the fields' seem to understand the term differently. Thus, there is hardly an embracing 
and acceptable definition to all people and scholars. Hence Idowu (1973) rightly points out 

that an attempt to define religion is almost an impossible task to do. One could conclude therefore that all 
definitions that have so far been proposed are from the personal, academic and spiritual view points. 

Religion, says Widgery, (1954: 201) is a form of experience with specific attitudes, with emotional 
states, leading to particular kinds of conduct. Some of this conduct is concerned with other human beings in 



social relations some of it hqs to do with God other than the physical world and man. This definition points 
out that attitudes and emotional states are functions of any religious experience. 

Immanuel Kant, according to Idowu (1973) defines religion as "a recognition of our duties as divine 
commands". To him religion is the belief, which sets what is essential in all adorations to God in human 
morality... Religion is the Law in human actions, in so far as it obtains its emphasis from the law giver and 
judge over humanity. Similarly, Idowu (1973: 75) sees religion thus: 

Religion results from man's spontaneous awareness, and 
spontaneous reaction to, his immediate awareness of a Living 
Power, wholly other' and infinitely greater than himself; a power 
mysterious because unseen, yet a present and urgent reality, 
seeking to bring man into common with Himself. This awareness 
include that of something reaching out from the depth of man's 
being for close communion with, and vital relationship to, this 
power as a source of real life. 

Therefore, religion can be understood to be the medium by which God as Spirit and Supreme on one nand and 
man on the other communicate. This being the case religion is something resulting from the relationship which 
God established from the beginning of humanity between Himself and man. It is the religious experiences that 
shape man's conduct and attitudes that are either "good or bad" or "right or wrong". 

RELIGION AND MORALITY - RELATIONSHIP 
The issue of the relationship between religion and morality has been a burning one among academics. Some 

maintain that morality is dependent on religion while others insist that morality is independent of religion. 
However, a survey of relevant literature on the subject of their relationship reveals that there is a measures of 
uniform agreement by scholars on the subject. Scholars like Temple (1969: 117), Idowu (1961: 145) and Egudu 
(1972: 41}, have argued that morality is part and parcel of religion and cannot be divorced from it. Going 
through their arguments, one finds a general trend borne out of their conception of the ontological dependence 
of all things on God, the Supreme Being. 

In fact, the three dominant religions in this country support the views expressed by the scholars above. 
Firstly, in African Traditional Religion (A.T.R.) many if not all of the people who have written on the subject 
have suggested that the relationship is that of total dependence of morality upon religion. This is because the 
African is by nature religious, and to him religion is paramount and that he cannot be agnostic, or atheistic or 
irreligious. Those who hold this view further emphasize the fact that the African code of behaviour 
(morality) depends entirely on religion or rather on his religious beliefs and practices. Some may ask how 
those scholars make such claim. To respond, the views of two African scholars on the subject should be noted- 
First is Danquah (1968: 2) who in his studies among the Akan and their concept of God, concludes that: "the 
people conception of God colours their system of ethics, philosophy and theology". He also recognized other 
determinants of ethics and thus stated: "tradition is the determinant of what is right and just, what is good".] 

Secondly, Idowu (1962) supports above scholar following his studies among the Yoruba people. Idowu 
states that "a peoples' couple of Deity colours their morality". He dismisses as superficial the view that 
morality originates from society or from common sense and experience. He concludes by stating that with the 
Yorubas, morality is certainly The fruit of religion. And that the Yorubas do not make attempt to separate the 
two, and it is impossible for them to do so without disastrous consequences. 
The second religion, Christianity expresses the same view as that of (A.T.R.). Thus we find that in the Old 
Testament, for example, God, first and foremost, was interested in establishing a "religious" or "spiritual" 
relationship with man before making man realize what was right or wrong in the sight of God and as man 
relates to his fellow mankind. The dominant conception of right and wrong was based on the idea of a 
covenant relationship between Yahweh and his people. They had made a contract or agreement in 
accordance with which the people had promised to obey the status and laws given them by Yahweh. So the 
notion that moral standards are merely the inventions of man or that goodness consists simply in following 
the customs and conventions of the society in which one lives was foreign to the Old Testament, The basis of 
morality as can be understood was not to be found in the wishes and desires of men but rather in the" will of 
an eternal and unchanging God. Hence Mori (1988: 8) emphatically states: 

The men who wrote the various parts of the Old Testament have 
been in complete agreement with one another in their Conviction 
that morality is based on the idea of conformity to the will of 
God. 

That is why we find in the Old Testament not only religious injuctions but along with them some laid down 
moral principles. This was because of the already established relationship between Yahweh and Israel. 
(Vertical relationship) If man was to prove his vertical relationship to God then it was by man's (horizontal) 
relationship to his fellow mankind. Thus Macquarrie (1977) concludes that; "Biblical ethics/ morality is 



inextricably related to religion". 
The third dominant religion is Islam which teaches that "Faith in Allah and His Messenger Muhammed 

S.A.W." is not adequate. This tact is supported by Bashir (1994: 1) where he status that: 

Islamic Faith is not merely a proclaimation of belief in the 
reality of Allah and the truth of Hit; Messenger IS.A.W.) but 
also putting the belief info practice in fulfilling our obligations 
both to Allah and to Man. 

He added that obedience to Allah is not limited to personal piety, but extends to all spheres of personal, social, 
economic and even international affairs. It can be concluded therefore that a person's way of behaviour and 
interpersonal relationship that involves morality is given prominent place in Islam. This is because moral 
standards of a society have a strong influence on its ability to service and nurture its values for the next 
generation. 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN RELIGION AND EDUCATION 
Many people including some scholars are of the view that religion has no meaningful relationship to 

education. But this scholar holds an opposing view. Following the definition or both Religion and Morality 
and the role both play in shaping the attitudes and value systems of both individuals and societies in general, 
one cannot but agree that they have a close relationship to education. This is because, education as can best be 
understand, seeks to prepare individuals for effective and positive contribution in the building and sustainance 
of the society. Since both religion and education affect the individual and the society, they both perform similar 
roles- It is not surprising then to note the observation made by the Bagauda Seminar of 1 980 as quoted by llori 
{'I 992: 58) on "Perspectives of Quantities and Qualities in Nigerian Education, as follows: 

Moral integrity is going down through bribery and corruption, 
nepotism, organized robbery, violence, forgeries in financial 
institutions, examination malpractices in schools. Universal 
indiscipline has become conspicuous in national life through 
absenteeism and lateness to work, lack of dedication To duty, 
discourtesies in hospitals, shops and public offices, disrespect 
for Law and Order in various sectors of the economy, 
Organized thuggery and drug abuse. Amatenalistic outlook is 
permeating national life, ,showing itself in cheating, hoarding 
and selfishness, while the nation as a whole continues to be 
poorly fed, badly housed, raggedly clothed and ridden with 
diseases. These developments have crept into our national life, 

The above quotation states clearly the basic problem facing this nation since independence. There is no 
doubt that what is mostly needed now, is religious, moral education in our public and private schools. The 
students need to be taught religion along with the morals that can be derived from the religious truths so that 
the younger generation do not turn out from schools to be "educated devils". 

From the foregoing, it can be summarized that religion and education are closely related. They rub 
shoulders together and they at times complement each other, and provides context for the other. Thus, for 
religion to be understood and appreciated properly it needs to be set in a full educational context.and the 
educational process in order to be complete needs to take account of the phenomenon of religion with all its 
claims about human nature and human destiny. 

BASIS FOR RELIGIOUS AND MORAL EDUCATION IN NIGERIA 
The present situation and status given religious education in our school system is pathetic. Apparently, 

emphasis is being given to Science and Technology in an attempt to boast national development. On the other 
hand less attention is being given moral and religious education in our schools by both the government and 
school officials. This is very clear in the allocation of funds, purchase of teaching and learning materials for 
schools, allocation of periods on timetable per week, incentives being given teachers of such subjects etc. It is 
no surprise then that while there seems to be advancement in our educational pursuit there seems to be a down 
turn in our morality as a nation. There is certainly the need for re-orientation. 

Since man is both body and soul, has both reason and feeling, he is thus both spiritual and social. Thus 
llogu (1966) suggests that: 

These pairs of his nature should be covered by subjects included in 
the school's curriculum of any trade. This discipline of mind as 
well as the body are worthy subjects over which proper care 
should be religiously exercised 



And so for any educational system to be complete and balanced, the teaching or religious truths and morals 
must not be neglected. 

Seeing that Nigeria is experiencing continued religious intolerance, leading to threat to political stability, 
there is the need for sound religious education. No wonder Okilo (1 981), says "it is a must in Rivers State". 
Proper and sound religious and moral education if given the place it deserves in our private and public schools 
will enhance national survival, peaceful coexistence and speedy development 

Religious education aims at man's life and his lot in this world and the world to come. It is no wonder 
that the Jewish teachers of Judaism expected greater respect from their students than the respect given to 
parents. Their reason being that one's parents brought him into this world, but his teacher (giver of education) 
prepared him (student) for greater world beyond. 

In the same vein, sound religious education should adequately prepare individuals to earn a living. The 
individual should be prepared to live an independent life, working to earn a living, support family and at the 
same time contribute to the development of the society. 

The goal of sound religious education is "Service". If all persons are given the right upbringing they should 
be willing to serve their state faithfully and honestly in whatever capacity they are called upon. This implies 
that the learned should serve in such a way that their immediate society can be influenced, so that we can live in 
peace and harmony. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
In the light of the above discussion, the following recommendations are hereby made: 

1. Teachers of religious and moral education should never teach one without the other, the two must 
be taught together. The idea that people can acquire moral without religion should be disregarded. 
Since the concept of morality develops with other aspects of human development, teachers of this 
subject should understand what moral and religious lessons are best for each level of development 

2. There is the need for both government and school officials to change their attitude toward religious 
and moral education in our schools. The subject and its teachers should be accorded the same 
attention and importance as do science and other subjects. 

3.  In order to motivate both the teacher and the student, religious organizations should support the 
government in the drive to promote religious and moral education. Some of ways this can be done 
is by designing a consolidated educative programme in their respective religious institutions. Fur- 
thermore, the institutions should procure some useful materials such as books, journals, maps, 
electric equipment and donate to schools. 

4. This paper recommends that well meaning Nigerians, and religious leaders should support moral 
and religious education in our schools by donating trophies which students can compete for. The 
competition should be at zonal, state and national levels. This might help to bring back the lost 
glory of the subject among students and teachers. 

5. If moral and religious education is to serve its purpose and aims in Nigeria, there is the need for 
curriculum planners to evolve a unified syllabus, drawn on the basis of needs and experiences of 
the Nigerian child and philosophy. The experts in curriculum should draw a syllabus that will not be 
exclusively for one religion, but for the three dorminant religions, taking into cognizance their 
beliefs, practices arid teachings. 

6. Institutions of higher learning such as Colleges of Education should carefully design their syllabus 
such that students going in to study religion graduate in the subject with double major. This will 
attract only interested prospective teachers of such religions to apply for such a couise, who can be 
counted upon to teach the subject after graduation. In addition, the courses taking at such institu 
tions should be broad to include a fair level of knowledge of other religions. 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, the writer wishes to assert that: la) No nation can succeed and 

develop without sound moral education. 
(b) Morals are very much connected with religion. 
(c) No moral foundation can be established without qualitative instruction. 
(d) No moral foundation can be taught without good moral examples. 
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